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Let me say, first of all, in response to the
question you raise, I read the New York Times
article today, and while I can’t comment on
specific intelligence reports as a matter of policy,
I noted that even the article acknowledged that
the alleged espionage might not have been con-
nected to the national labs, which is the ques-
tion I was asked in the press conference.

But let me say, I’ve looked into it, and we’re
doing our best to resolve all outstanding ques-
tions. And I’ve asked the law enforcement agen-
cies to try to accelerate their inquiries insofar
as they can.

The real issue is, and one that we made per-
fectly clear last week, is that for quite a long
while, from the eighties coming right up through
the time I became President, the security at
the labs was inadequate. And I think it grew
out of, partly, the kind of dual culture of the
labs—part of—they’re great centers of science
and learning, and they’ve done a lot of path-
breaking work in energy and alternative sources
of energy and computer processing and the use
of software for all kinds of very important non-
defense matters, while maintaining their respon-
sibilities in the nuclear area.

And to me, the most important thing of all
now, besides finishing the investigations in an
appropriate way, is making sure we get the secu-
rity right. You know that I signed that Executive

order in early 1998. You know what Secretary
Richardson has done recently. And I have also
asked the President’s Foreign Intelligence Advi-
sory Board Chairman, Senator Rudman, to head
a bipartisan panel to look into what we have
done and to tell us if we haven’t done enough
and what else we ought to do.

So I think the most important thing now is
to recognize that for quite a long while, the
security at the labs was not adequate, that we
have been moving to do a lot of things in the
last year-plus, that we have much more to do,
perhaps, and we asked somebody to look into
it, and then to do these investigations and do
them right and do them as quickly as possible.

NOTE: The President’s 172d news conference
began at 3:51 p.m. in Presidential Hall (formerly
Room 450) in the Old Executive Office Building.
In his remarks, the President referred to Staff Sgt.
Andrew A. Ramirez, USA, Staff Sgt. Christopher
J. Stone, USA, and Specialist Steven M. Gonzales,
USA, infantrymen in custody in Serbia; and Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro). He also
referred to Presidential Decision Directive 61.
Premier Zhu spoke in Chinese, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. In his remarks,
Premier Zhu referred to Mayor Richard Riordan
of Los Angeles, CA, and his wife, Nancy.

Joint United States-China Statement: Status of Negotiations on China’s
Accession to the World Trade Organization
April 8, 1999

On the occasion of the official visit of the
Premier of the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China Premier Zhu Rongji, to the
United States, President of the United States
William Jefferson Clinton and Premier Zhu
Rongji jointly affirm that China’s admission to
the World Trade Organization (WTO) is in the
interest of the United States, the People’s Re-
public of China, and the global trading system.
To that end, they welcome the significant
progress made by the United States and the
People’s Republic of China toward a strong
agreement based on a balance of rights and
obligations. Noting that agreement has not been
reached on some important issues, they commit

to work to resolve these remaining issues
through further bilateral negotiations in order
to conclude a strong agreement as the basis
for the accession of the People’s Republic of
China to the WTO.

President Clinton and Premier Zhu recognize
the complexity of WTO accession negotiations.
In this regard, they note that agreement has
been reached on market access for agricultural
and industrial goods as well as a wide range
of services sectors, as set out in Attachment
1, but that certain matters remain to be resolved
in banking, including consumer auto finance, as
well as securities and audio visual services. They
further welcome the conclusion of the Sino-U.S.
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Agricultural Cooperation Agreement, especially
the resolution of bilateral issues concerning im-
ports by the People’s Republic of China of U.S.
citrus, meat products, and Pacific Northwest
wheat, as set out in Attachment 2. President
Clinton and Premier Zhu note agreement has
been reached on a variety of important rules
to be applicable to the WTO, concerning trading
rights, technology transfer and offsets, state en-
terprises, and subsidies, as set out in Attachment
3. However, they recognize that certain dif-
ferences remain to be resolved on a mechanism
to ensure implementation, the duration of provi-

sions governing dumping and product safe-
guards, and rules governing textiles trade.

President Clinton and Premier Zhu welcome
this significant progress and instruct their trade
ministers to resume bilateral negotiations in
order to satisfactorily resolve the important re-
maining issues as soon as possible in support
of the common goal of admission of the People’s
Republic of China to the WTO on strong com-
mercial terms in 1999.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at the State Dinner Honoring Premier Zhu Rongji of China
April 8, 1999

May I have your attention, please. Can you
hear? Ladies and gentlemen, Premier Zhu,
Madam Lao, distinguished members of the Chi-
nese delegation; to all of our guests here. And
I would like to say a special word of welcome
to two special Americans who made an extraor-
dinary effort to be here tonight, Reverend Billy
Graham and his wife, Ruth. We thank them
for joining us. Thank you very much.

I would like to begin with two profound ob-
servations about China. The Chinese civilization
has dazzled the world for thousands of years,
and the Chinese do not have a tradition of long
speeches before dinner. [Laughter] I think there
must be a connection. [Laughter] Therefore, I
will be brief.

It is not as brief in Chinese as in English.
[Laughter]

Since 1784, Chinese and Americans have
shared a lively dialog over how to achieve com-
mon cause in the countless pursuits that animate
great nations. Thomas Jefferson took care to
promote what he called ‘‘good dispositions’’ be-
tween the United States and China. Abraham
Lincoln, in his first annual message to Congress,
predicted our extensive trade with China. And
of course, Franklin Roosevelt made it America’s
purpose to join with China in defense of free-
dom.

Our dialog and cooperation have now survived
over two centuries and over considerable chal-
lenges. Today the Premier and I worked hard
to renew both. We spoke to each other with

candor and respect about our hopes for our
people and our children’s future. Sometimes
speaking candidly is difficult.

Premier Zhu, I know your own life bears wit-
ness to this painful truth. But as you said this
morning, only good friends tell each other what
they really think. If you’re right about that, you
have turned out to be quite a good friend, in-
deed. [Laughter]

As you know, the American people are glad
to see you and to return the hospitality you
so generously extended to Hillary and me and
our delegation last year. People are interested
in you. After all, there aren’t many leaders who
understand both the intricacies of global finance
and the intricacies of the Beijing Opera, who
play the huqin, a kind of Chinese fiddle, and
who voice both blunt political views and blunt
musical opinions. For example, this morning’s
New York Times reported that you said Western
opera makes you want to take a nap. [Laughter]
I hope Yo Yo Ma understands the pressure on
him tonight. [Laughter]

Premier, we have profound respect for your
efforts to change China in sweeping ways, to
build a 21st century China in which all Chinese
have a chance to live full and prosperous lives.
Of course, we have some differences over what
is required to achieve that goal. And here in
America we are still trying, ourselves, to form
the ‘‘more perfect Union’’ of our Founders’
dreams.
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